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HELI BARS

T hink of it; a Ducati 999—or any other hard-core, clip-on-
equipped sporthike—with true long-distance riding comfort.

Right. And Ashlee Simpson really does sing her own songs.

Luckily for thosa with a penchant for clip-ons, there is a remedy
for those aching wrists and lower back, and it's a heckuva ot
cheapar than trading in your beloved but uncompromising Duck
for a Gold Wing—Hali Bars.

According to company literature, Heli Bars glve 388 riders 1.5
extra Inches of rise, are positioned three-eighths of an inch farther
apart and are angled a half-inch farther rearward, Tha important
measurament here is the first one—LS inches may not seem lke
much on a cruiser with ape-hangers, but on a 898 it's nirvana. The
extra bar height rotates the riding position rearward just enough so
that neck-cramping from craning your head to see forward is a
thing of the past. Most of my riding Ia stop-and-go commuter stuff
on city streets, and whila the Ducatl lsn't always happy in this
environment, the
higher bars make

HELI MODIFIED, INC.

HELI BARS 888 commuting
= MUCH Mone agreea-
Price: 4269 able, Fve alsa

Cantoct: Hall Modifiad, inc.
wwwihaibars.com

noticad | hava bat-
ter throttha control
with the new bars
In place, aa tha
bars' angle allows
you to rotate your

wirists mora frealy

Bar position fore and aft at instalkstion ls critical. Position them too
far rearward and youll pinch your thumbs agaknst the tank; too far
forward and you'll bust your knuckles against the fairng. Expariment
and find the poaition that works for you. Thera ane no markings on
the bars to guida you; It's stricthy trisl and emoc

The instructions tall you to remove the top triple clamp. What
thay don't tedl you is that you need a special Ducati tool to do that,
Shop Foreman Michael Candreia didn't have one handy, so he did it
the old-fashioned way—he holsted the front end In the air, loos-
anad the pinch bolte, dropped the fork ubes and removed the
stock ham. Acconding to Candreda, installation was fairly stralghtfor-
wand with no real problems, and took a couple of hours to accom-
plish. He didn't have to replace any cables, eithar.

If you own a 899 or any bike with cramped engos, Hell Bars ane
probably the perfect mod for you.
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